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Harm Reduction—New elements grant cycle 7
Harm reduction now an HIV “program essential”  Top priority interventions:  needle/syringe 

programming, opioid substitution therapy and naloxone for overdose. All countries must describe 

status, and high impact/Core countries expected to plan for full implementation

People who use drugs—In modular framework for planning/budgeting, no longer just “PWID” but 

“people who use/inject drugs and their sexual partners.”  New scope for stimulant/chemsex/new 

psychoactive substance  work.

Clarity on hepatitis B and C.  Treatment supported for people who inject drugs regardless of HIV 

status if strong epidemiological case and part of comprehensive HIV programming  

Emphasis on community-led monitoring, key role for people who inject drugs in planning, delivery 

and evaluation of services and policy change

Human rights program essentials—integrating human rights protections into HIV/TB services; 

removing stigma in health care; access to justice; and policy advocacy, including community led

Technical brief on Harm Reduction for People Who Use Drugs: Priorities for Investment and Increased 

Impact in HIV Programming (English here, Russian, Spanish, French and Portuguese forthcoming)

https://www.theglobalfund.org/media/1279/core_harmreduction_infonote_en.pdf


“New” psychoactive substances
Mepher, Sabaka, Black Mamba, Dosia, Daska, Kedy, Krasofki, Skorost, 
Ligalka, Liga, Ximlo, Alpha PVP, Muka, Meow, Meph, Watermelon, Red 

Dragon, Ruby, Green, Black, White, Yellow

• Users have to be the experts
• Dose-response and emergency protocol (Serbia, Georgia)
• Frequency of injection and change in needle and syringe 

programming
• Sexual risk and mental health
• Policies leading to increased use and harms (urine testing, 

police coming when 

Harm Reductiong J 2020: 17: 94.
. New psychoactive substances in Eurasia: a qualitative study of people who use drugs and harm reduction services in six countries
Eliza Kurcevič1 and Rick Lines

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/?term=Kurcevi%C4%8D%20E%5BAuthor%5D
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/?term=Lines%20R%5BAuthor%5D


“New” outreach methods

• Harm reduction advice on dark/deep net platforms (Hydra, Empire 
Market, etc).  Doctor X (Silk Road and Silk Road 2)

• Viber, Telegram.  Group chat for general information, direct message 
for more personal

• Schedule of mobile units

• Wound care information

• Overdose bot

• Drug checking (reagent testing, portable machinery)



“Online to offline”



Reducing barriers, increasing client access 
and control—HIV self testing



Reducing barriers for “old” outreach methods

Traxilo.com—online, mobile phone outreach 
tracker and data aggregator
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